THE patient is a South African soldier, aged about 30. He was -quite well until about two years ago when he began to develop nodules like those now seen on the right leg, without any history of injury.
He has now some hundreds of small bluish, reddish and hard nodules, the size of a split pea, in the substance of the skin, extremely tender to touch, so that even the slight friction of the trousers causes him pain. There are a few similar lesions on the left leg, and none elsewhere. There are no soft tumours such as are found in Von Recklinghausen's disease, which was one diagnosis suggested. The section shows that the bulk of the tumour is made up of nerve-fibres so that neuroma is a justifiable diagnosis, notwithstanding the extreme rarity of this condition.
Case of Dercum's Disease.
THE patient is a woman aged 54, of stout build, formerly the wife of a publican and then accustomed to take alcohol to some excess but not at all in the last sixteen years of her widowhood in which her circumstances have been somewhat reduced. The tumours for which she sought my treatment date from about seven years ago, during which time they have slowly increased in size. At present she has two large pad-like masses about 8 in. by 6 in. in surface measurement forming pendulous swellings above each elbow, apparently consisting of diffuse lipoma, without any discrete nodules, and of a dark violet redness from cyanosis. They are extremely cold to touch, quite different from the temperature of the body. She has two much smaller pads of similar tissue on the back of each wrist. The tumours are painful and disturb her sleep. During the last six years she has lost 4 st. in weight, although at the same time the tumours have grown larger, so that although she is still a stout woman (12 st. at present) the tumours cannot be said to form part of a general increase of fat. There is a somewhat obscure history of her miother having died of diffuse tumours at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from
